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Orinda Academy
is the perfect fit for

students seeking a
close-knit school
community that
inspires students to
love learning

Open House on
Oct.20and Dec.7
1pm

"It's BARTable!"

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

wwwiOrindaAcademy.org

Got gas? Many people
think plumbers deal only
with water and sewage.
Not true! We install and
repair all types of gas lines
and fixtures too.

Mo’s sizzling

~ summer
specials...

* Outdoor kitchens

* New gas lines for cooktops
and dryers

* Fire pits & patio heaters

* Pool heaters & hot tubs

* Natural gas barbecues

We're poly-pipe certified, (better than iron) |

Approved vendors of PG&E

(925) 377

CA Lic
929641

We Hop

eapFrog Loot

$25 off
_x_ lumbing jo

LeapFrog Loot
$100 off

Gas line installation
over $600° |

T.eapFrog Loot
$100 off

1 Tankless water heater
1 installation’

“1 coupon per service, exp. 8/31/19
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Family-owned and serving
Lamorinda since 1993
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www.LeapFrogPlumbing.com

925-377-0977

igh School Differently

Public schools can be great, but they.are not for everyone.

BAD

INC.

Bay Area
Drainage, Inc.

Have You Checked Your

Crawlspace Lately?

e French Drains

e Underfloor Drains
e Downspout Systems
e Subdrain Systems

e Sump Pumps

e Retaining Walls

e Pavestone Driveway & Walkways

A General Engineering Contractor
Locally owned and Operated
Contractor LIC # 762208
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925¢377+9209 (@
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visit our website
www.bayareadrainage.com

www.lamorindaweekly.com

GET AHEAD IN MATH THIS FALL

WHEN MATH MAKES SENSE, YOU SUCCEED!

MNHNASIUM®

The Math Learning Center

Wednesday, August 7, 2019

GRADES K-12

Pre-Algebra - Algebra 1 & 2 - Geometry
Pre-Calculus & Calculus
SAT/ACT Preparatory
Individualized Instruction

HOMEWORK HELP FOR ALL LEVELS

Flat Monthly Fee
Drop-in any time, no scheduling needeq!

1 WEEK FREE TUTORING

& HOMEWORK HELP

Must present coupon. New students only.

3435 Mt. Diablo Boulevard, Lafayette
(Golden Gate Way at Mt. Diablo Blvd.)

(925) 283-4200 www.mathnasium.com

Lamormda Living podcast launches

By Jennifer Freedman

Lamorinda is now more ac-
cessible than ever ... with
Lamorinda Living, a podcast
that facilitates personal and
professional connections for
locals in Moraga, Orinda and
Lafayette, as well as prospec-
tive residents. “Cool People
Doing Cool Things” is the
tagline, and the podcast fea-
tures community members
(or those working in Lamor-
inda) who are passionate
about their work and open to
sharing it to become a re-
source for others.

Founder and host Jennifer
LaForce launched Lamorinda
Living in July. Her goal for the
podcast is to create a platform
that builds a community net-
work. As she explains, “I re-
ally appreciate Lamorinda
and feel incredibly lucky to
have landed here: such a
unique place of well-educated
people with a wide range of
skills, especially because so
many of us work in the city.
But itis not a ‘company
town.” I can go years of know-
ing people and not ever ask
what they do for a living.”
Compared to a previous home
in Washington, D.C.— “where
that was often the first ques-
tion, because many were an-
gling for ‘How can you help
me?””—Lamorinda is refresh-
ingly the opposite.

“But life here can still be
stressful and expensive, and
we do need each other ... not
just to pinch hit for carpooling
and childcare, but we may
need to pick each other’s
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Jennifer LaForce interviews Eric Fok about CERT.

brains about references for
counseling, services, legal ad-
vice, construction, insurance,
and more. My vision is that
over time there will be
enough pictures on the web-
site to look like a year-
book—you will see somebody
you recognize and click on
their picture linked to a pod-
cast page to find out more
about them. And if you are
looking for something in par-
ticular, you can find someone
in your friend group or school
community to ask some initial
questions.”

A Moraga resident, wife,
and mother of two elemen-
tary school children, Jenn also
works full-time in San Fran-
cisco as a community rela-
tions officer for U.S. Citizen-
ship and Immigration Ser-
vices. A curious and inquisi-
tive person by nature, she de-
veloped her interview skills
during her years interviewing
immigrants. “I learned how to
interview people and discover
their stories, how to ask open-
ended and close-ended ques-
tions, how to lead them down
a pathway, how to listen in-
tently and hold my thoughts,
and build off an answer to
create a logical flow for the
interviewee,” she explains.

In addition to the com-
munity at large, LaForce has
two more specific audiences
for her podcast. First, she was
inspired to start Lamorinda
Living for moms thinking
about going back into the
workforce after a hiatus with
their young children. “Espe-
cially today, things change so

fast that your skill set may not
be as relevant when you want
to re-enter. Psychological fear
and actual barriers exist for
women wanting to go back to
work, so I wanted to give
them the ability to start ex-
ploring professions and con-
tacts for re-entry when
they’re ready,” she says. Sec-
ond, she envisions an audi-
ence with adolescents, espe-
cially high schoolers and pre-
cocious middle schoolers al-
ready exploring their areas of
interest.

The podcast is live and al-
ready has almost a dozen in-
terviews available. The fea-
tured guests have a wide vari-
ety of skills and focuses, from
public servants and nonprofit
leaders to corporate execu-
tives and passionate moms
looking to create a safer and
healthier future for our chil-
dren. Examples include David
Winnacker, Moraga-Orinda
Fire District chief, who dis-
cusses wildfire management;
Brett Lorie, middle school
teacher and founder of 10,000
Lunches, which enables stu-
dents to make lunches for East
Bay homeless; Brian T. Nowac,
co-founder of SF creative
strategy firm Atomic D; and
Allison Anderman, local mom
who led the charge to pass
Moraga’s gun safety storage
ordinance.

So far, LaForce is loving
her new side gig. “I can’t tell
you how rewarding it is to sit
down and have quality time
with all these incredibly in-
teresting people. I am learn-
ing all these different paths
and peeking into people’s
lives and able to amplify a lot
of important information and
messages.” Her passion and
drive to make Lamorinda
more accessible is sure to en-
rich our community as well.

You can find the podcast
at lamorindalivingpod-
cast.com or by subscribing to
Lamorinda Living through
your podcast app on your
personal device.
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14-year-old piano prodigy advances
in International Piano Competition

Photo provided
Andrew Navruzyan

Submitted by Joseph
Irrera

Moraga native and 14-year-
old piano prodigy Andrew
Navruzyan was chosen from
an intense field of pianists
from across the globe to ad-
vance to the International
Keyboard Odyssiad and Festi-

val semifinal round. Prelimi-
naries were held in early June
where Andrew gave a riveting
performance of Gershwin's
Rhapsody in Blue. He com-
peted in the semifinals for a
chance to perform the piece
as guest soloist with the Boul-
der Symphony on their 2019-
20 Education Series.

The International Key-
board Odyssiad and Festival,
U.S.A,, is a five-day summer
piano competition and festi-
val featuring over a dozen
guest artists and pianists in
daily master classes and pre-
sentations, mini-recitals, the
live semifinal and final
rounds of the Olympic-styled
competition, and five nights
of world-class concerts by in-
ternationally renowned pi-
anists. The festival and com-
petition took place July 29
through Aug. 3 in Fort Collins,
Colorado at the foothills of the
majestic Rocky Mountains
and featured performances
by the Anderson & Roe Piano

Duo and Van Cliburn gold
medalist Vadym Kholodenko.
Andrew has been playing
piano since a very young age
and is also a gifted violinist.
He studies piano with inter-
national performing Steinway
Artist Joseph Irrera and violin
with Jeremy Cohen, founding
violinist of Grammy-
nominated Quartet San Fran-
cisco. In addition to his classi-
cal music studies, Andrew
also plays piano in his high
school’s jazz band and per-
forms throughout the com-
munity at nursing homes,
school fundraising events,
and museums. Andrew, with
a perfect 4.0 GPA, also man-
ages to find time for rowing,
baseball, advocating for the
environment through prize-
winning essays, and exploring
aerospace engineering.
Additional information
can be found at:
http://odyssiad.com/





